
The Church laid to rest Pope Benedict 16th on Wednesday and I would just like to begin with 
these words from his first Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est-God is Love, published Christmas Day 
2005.  In the first paragraph we read.  
 
“We have come to believe in God's love: in these words, the Christian can express the 

fundamental decision of his life. Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 

idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive 

direction. Saint John's Gospel describes that event in these words: “God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should ... have eternal life”  

Today we celebrate the Epiphany a word that means “Manifestation”.  What is being 

manifested?  What is being seen?  Whom are we encountering?  God.  We are coming to know 

God.   

The late Bishop Fulton Sheen who hosted a popular TV program in the 1950’s said that there 

were two groups of people who showed up in Bethlehem to see the new-born messiah, to see 

the baby Jesus. They were the shepherds and the Magi.  The shepherds who were humble 

enough to be searching for God and the Magi who were wise enough to be searching for God.  

The humble and the wise who came to see the Lord.  The humble and the wise who really knew 

what Christmas was about.   

But take a look at King Herod today.  He is neither humble nor is he wise.  But he does have 

knowledge.  When the Wisemen appear, Herod summons the experts of Jerusalem and he is 

told about the messiah.   

But unlike the shepherds and the Wisemen he does not go in search of the Messiah; he does 

not search for God.  His response, fear and self-protection.  The next chapter of the Gospel of 

Matthew will tell us of the Herod’s command to kill all the infant boys within the region of 

Bethlehem.  He is so afraid that he will lose power, that he will lose control, lose his kingdom 

innocent children will be killed. 

So, we return to the shepherds and the wisemen and we look at the virtues of humility and 

wisdom.  Humility tells me that the world is not about me.  I am not the centre of the universe.  

The humble person does not have faith in himself but in God.  And Wisdom, wisdom is that 

grace which allows us to make deep judgments.  The grace to peer beyond the mere externals 

and get at the heart of things, to see what is really important.  

Today we celebrate the Epiphany-we have seen; we have encountered God and this encounter 

as Pope Benedict tells us defines us as Christians.  



King Herod acted fearfully and violently towards the Epiphany.  When he found out about the 

new-born King he was afraid how it would affect his world.  For us our reaction is more 

indifference.  What is the Messiah, what is Jesus going to do for me? The birth of the Messiah 

does not really affect my life.   But all the same it is still the same sin, Pride.  

God is not allowed to pierce my self-preoccupation. Jesus is not allowed to disturb and change 

my world.  We are neither humble nor are we wise.  

So, on this Feast of the Epiphany I ask myself,  

Do I know God or do I only know about him? 

Am I searching for God or am I living complacently in my own world? 

Do I love God or am I too afraid of what that love may ask me to do? 

Or in Pope Benedict’s words.  Has the encounter with Christ given my life a new horizon and a 

decisive direction? 

 

 

 

 


